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For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.

Jeremiah 29:11 [NIV]
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Hope in the New Year - by Brian McCarthy
Happy New Year! Or should I say Hopey New Year!
Let me explain. During an online coffee meeting
with Thames Valley Police in the run up to
Christmas, we were brilliantly challenged by Zoe
from Wellbeing to an almost impossible task. To
sum up 2021 in one word! Then as if that wasn’t
hard enough, we were asked to sum up 2022 in one
other word!!
As we entered the breakout rooms, I respectfully
thought – how could anyone do this? Yet I was to be
very pleasantly surprised and touched by the replies.
2021 was summed up by four people as ‘change’,
‘opportunity’ and ‘groundhogday!’. 2022 became,
‘new’, ‘challenge, ‘friendsnfamily’, and ‘hopeful’. I know
we bent the rules a little with a couple of words, but the
sentiments of the answers encapsulated something for
me. In the teeth of the Omicron variant there is hope,
there is challenge, loved ones and newness. This is
quite staggering when you look at it. Colleagues in
service, seeing the world through a lens of optimism
and tenacity. More than ever, I am seeing the power in
relationship, in interaction. You will hear more about
the CPA Leader’s Conference in the following pages,
but I must encourage you to engage. There is an
incredible family of Christians in service, in forces and
communities across the world, who will listen and pray
with you, and build you up in these difficult times.

It reminds me of the counter-cultural Prophets in the
Old Testament. Firstly, as recorded in Isaiah 9:2 (NIV),
God foretold, ‘The people walking in darkness have
seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep
darkness a light has dawned.’ We now know, the light
of the world, Jesus, the living hope, would come and
bring salvation first to the Jew then to the Gentiles.
One hundred years later, Jeremiah 29:11 spoke to
the Jewish people in oppression, as empires were
attempting to swallow this tiny race of people. In all
this darkness, God stated an astonishing fact through
Jeremiah. Those people in bondage had a hope and a
future. Plans for prosperity not for harm. Whilst not
without trials and tribulations, against incredible odds,
the Jewish people survive in freedom today.
Jeremiah 29:11 is a clarion call to every person on
this planet. God loves every one of us and has plans to
prosper us and not to harm us, to give us hope and a
future, through Divine relationship. Jesus calls us to
love God and to love our neighbours as ourselves.
Jesus said in Matthew 22:40, that all the law and the
prophets are summed up in these two verses. This is
true inclusion; neighbours include everyone.
Hopefully 2022 will challenge you to use this new
opportunity to be loved and to love more.
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I took over the Executive Director role from Lee
Russell on 29th November 2021. I joined CPA fifteen
years ago and became a CPA Branch Leader in
November 2008, the year that CPA celebrated the
125th anniversary.
I can honestly say I have greatly benefitted from the
friendship, support and mentoring that I have received
as a result of being part of CPA. I never dreamed for
one second that I would be a future national lead.

I would first like to start by thanking Paul Netherton for
his leadership as President of the Christian Police
Association. What an inspirational leader Paul is, both
as a Christian, and as a leader in Policing. I am sure
that you will all join me in wishing Paul a very happy
and healthy retirement. Also, our Executive Director,
Lee Russell, is leaving us. Lee has been the “glue” for
the Christian Police Association, his passion to
ensure that the CPA understands the role it plays in
supporting our frontline Officers and Staff has been
outstanding. His loyal service to the CPA and the
Police Service as a whole has been hugely
appreciated and we thank Lee for all his hard work
and wish him and his wife Trudy the very best for
retirement. Both Paul and Lee will be missed as we
embark on the next part of the journey for the CPA.

This is very much God’s timing, and I realise that I
am only holding the baton for a season, following in
the footsteps of our founder, Catherine Gurney, who
started the International Christian Police Association
in 1883. I read the book ‘A Beloved Lady’ in
preparation for my interview for the Executive Director
position and was really pleased to learn that our goals
haven’t really changed that much in 138 years. CPA is
still very much all about the wellbeing of our members
and colleagues. I am keen to continue this excellent
tradition and look forward to building on the capable
leadership of Lee, to deliver the support and
resources to Regional Co-ordinators and Branch
Leaders, to help grow and maintain thriving branches.

I feel privileged to be the next President of the
Christian Police Association at a time when the role of
the CPA is as important now as it has ever been. Our
Police Officers and Staff continue to work under
immense pressure dealing with the COVID pandemic
and ever-increasing demand. Our CPA mission to
“Support Christians in the Police Service” and to “To
see churches and faith groups working together in
every community to reduce crime and improve quality
of life” is crucial. We have a big part to play in making
a difference in Communities and in Policing. I very
much look forward to working with you all.
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Leaders Conference 2021

In this edition, we look back at a transformational
Leader’s Conference, before looking forward to a
new season, as we start 2022 with our new
President, and new Executive Director at the helm
of CPA.
CPA leaders from across the UK met together in
Hertfordshire in November 2021 (the first time in two
years due to Covid). It is fair to say that there are
plenty of green shoots of growth in the CPA garden.
Eighty delegates witnessed fifteen leadership changes
(some of which were described in November’s On &
Off Duty).
President, Chief Constable Pam Kelly (Gwent) and
Executive Director, Ret'd Sgt. Brian McCarthy
(Cleveland) were commissioned by National Police
Chaplain, Rev Canon David Wilbraham. Pam spoke
via Zoom and challenged us to keep ‘Casting our net
wide’ encouraging members to be involved in a wide
range of initiatives - being church in the workplace.
Brian unveiled his three-point strategy to ‘Support’,
‘Empower’ and ‘Encourage’ busy Branch Leaders.
We were blessed by Rev, Daphne Clifton from the
London Institute of Contemporary Christianity who
spoke to us about Naaman’s servant girl; who was
bold enough to tell the commander’s wife that the
prophet Elisha could heal her husband. Speaking truth
to power is often an uncomfortable position, but
Daphne's exhortation was that Christians in policing
should embrace this opportunity.

We heard from Iain Mair, Executive Director of Good
News for Everyone (formerly The Gideons UK). Iain
celebrated the relationship with CPA that allows
crested bibles to make their way into the hands of
police officers and staff. On the 13th day of every
month GNFE pray for police everywhere. Iain
encouraged us to never underestimate God’s power
and God’s victory. He regaled stories of sports clubs
winning and getting promoted after taking bibles!
Plus, a staggering sixty thousand HOPE magazines
printed, with a distribution of four hundred thousand.
Chief Constable Gary Forsyth from Bedfordshire
Police, who is the national lead for Race, Religion and
Belief, encouraged us to bring our whole selves to
work, and to be authentic in how we live. CC Forsyth
exhorted, ‘Be you, be compassionate, take care of
each other, make people feel that they matter and that
you really care.’
We had inputs from Regional Co-ordinator Mike
Quinnell on running Alpha for Police courses and
Claire Hamilton-Deane (Norfolk) and Tony Britten
(ICPF Ambassador) on running Kintsugi Hope.
Our great worship group, coming together from
across the UK, introduced the sessions, and we had
prayer times lead by Rev John Butcher BEM and
celebrated communion with Rev Barry Knott.
The feedback and comments so far have been
excellent. Thank you to all who contributed.
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And finally - from the Director

It is such an awesome privilege to be commissioned as the Executive
Director of CPA. It is the greatest honour to serve God by loving my
brothers and sisters who serve on the front line for Christ. This
picture shows the commissioning ceremony.

In the last few weeks, I discovered that the word Shalom – although we
translate it as peace – has several meanings. These include peace,
harmony, wholeness, completeness, prosperity, welfare and tranquility.
Knowing this, it brings a whole new meaning to John 14:27: which can be
rewritten to read – ‘Peace, harmony, wholeness, completeness,
prosperity, welfare and tranquility I leave with you; my peace, harmony,
wholeness, completeness, prosperity, welfare and tranquility I give you. I
do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled
and do not be afraid.’
If God be for us, who can be against us?
In 2022, the Lord Bless you and protect you, make His face shine upon
you and grant you His ‘Shalom’.

Rev Canon David Wilbraham
commissioning new CPA President
Pam Kelly via Zoom; and new CPA
Executive Director Brian McCarthy
being prayed for by Rev Barry Knott
and Chair of Trustees Marie Reavey.

Please consider donating to CPA online

You can do so securely through Stewardship here: https://www.stewardship.org.uk/partners/20021857
CPA is registered on Amazon Smile - charity donations when you shop on
Amazon: https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/220482-0 Please consider selecting us!

OUR MISSION is to

OUR VISION is to see

 Be a National Voice for Christians in Policing.

 The CPA as a national charity which actively leads on
issues relevant to Christians in Policing.

 Encourage and support Christians in the Police
Service.
 Communicate in words and action, the truth,
message and hope of the gospel of Jesus
Christ to colleagues and the community we
serve.
 Build bridges between the Christian community
and the Police.

 An active and growing branch of CPA in every Police
Service in the UK and every Christian in the Police
Service to fulfil their potential in Jesus Christ.
 Colleagues and those we serve to know Jesus Christ
personally.
 Police and Churches working together in every
community to reduce crime and improve quality of life.

President Chief Constable Pam Kelly
Chair of Council A/Inspector Marie Reavey
Editorial Team Brian McCarthy (Executive Director) and Tony Gale (Executive Support Manager)
Administrator Lindsey
ON & OFF DUTY is a magazine produced by CPA since it was founded in 1883. We also produce a monthly Prayer Diary intended to inform those
who wish to support us in prayer. Please forward any potential articles to office@CPAuk.net by the 20th of each month.
NB. All articles published will also be available for unrestricted viewing via the Internet. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily
those of the CPA Council.

Christian Police Association
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Tel: 01933 409485
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