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November is the time that we all remember those 
who have died in conflicts and wars, both recent 
and those stretching back through recent history.  
We acknowledge that our freedoms, our liberty and 
our ability to openly acknowledge our faith in God, 
came at a huge price in the lives given during times 
of conflict, in defence of all we hold dear in our 
society today. This is equally true for all those who 
have given their lives during their service to our 
communities.

National Police Memorial Day (NPMD) was held at 
Lincoln Cathedral this year, for families, colleagues, 
and senior officials from throughout the UK to honour 
police officers who have made the ultimate sacrifice 
protecting and serving their communities. This year 
there were limited numbers in the cathedral, but you 
can watch the service online via the NPMD website: 
www.nationalpolicememorialday.org/

   The new UK Police Memorial was officially opened  
on 28th July 2021 at the National Memorial Arboretum.  

A Time to Remember

(image copyright to https://paulrussellphotography.com)

See www.ukpolicememorial.com for more details.

   Sir Hugh Orde, Chair of Trustees of the Police 
Arboretum Memorial Trust, said: “The 12-metre-tall 
brass memorial, with its leaf shaped apertures 
representing courage, sacrifice and lives lost, is set 
within a beautifully landscaped area, and has been 
designed for ceremony, tribute and personal acts of 
reflection. As a nation, we owe all those who have laid 
down their lives to keep us safe and protect us from 
harm a huge debt of gratitude. This memorial will 
ensure that the memory of those officers and staff who 
have died, lives on in perpetuity.”

   A Prayer – Dear Lord, We remember all those who 
have died or who have been injured, both now and in 
the past, during the fight for freedom from oppression, 
from fear, from harm and in protection of our 
communities. We also remember that you LORD died 
on the cross, as THE sacrifice for our freedom. Amen.

http://www.cpauk.net/events
http://www.nationalpolicememorialday.org/
https://paulrussellphotography.com
http://www.ukpolicememorial.com
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2021 has been a very different year for many of us 
but this year has brought some big changes for me 
in particular. At the end of last year with the second 
wave of Covid approaching I worked directly with 
the Home Office to help with the Brexit transition 
and the continuing Covid crisis. After this, it was 
time to hand in my truncheon, whistle and warrant 
card and retire from the police - and yes I am old 
enough that I got a whistle and truncheon when I 
joined! Therefore, this will be my last year as the 
CPA president and at CPA Leaders Conference in 
November 2021 I will be handing on my role to Chief 
Constable Pam Kelly who I am sure will do a 
fantastic job taking the CPA forward for its next 
chapter.

   When I look back on my service one area that stands 
out has been my involvement in the CPA. I will 
remember the friends I have made, the fun I have had 
and the fantastic work I have seen the CPA doing to 
support the Police service, day in and day out, across 
the UK. I am particularly proud of the Faith and Police 
Together initiative, the work of Street Pastors, ROC, 
CAP and other great Christian organisations and also 
the impact the Police Chaplains continue to make. I 
always wanted to see the police not being afraid to walk 
into churches and asking faith groups for help to deal 
with the challenges they face in society and I wanted 
the faith groups to work alongside the police. I have 
seen that happening over the past ten years and I hope 
this continues.

A message from CPA President
- Paul Netherton OBE

   The thing about the CPA is that it is an institution that 
has been around for so long and, therefore, it is bigger 
than any one individual. As a charity it will continue to 
grow, to adapt and change as the service changes   
and, as long as it holds to its principles of supporting 
colleagues and promoting the links with the wider 
church, it will continue to play an important part in 
policing over the next hundred and fifty years and 
beyond.

    I feel Christians could do so much more in telling 
everyone about the joy of being a Christian. Of course 
we focus on the importance of being saved and our 
future eternal life but, for me, being part of the CPA   
has been very much about friendship, feeling part of a 
very big family and the joy of Christianity and we    
should continue to celebrate this. The joy that Christ 
brings shines a light in us that others see and want to 
understand. Thank you for all you do in support of the 
CPA and the Police Service. Continue to let the joy of 
Christ shine through you.

tonyx
Cross-Out
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A time for Everything - from Lee Russell MA 
CPA Executive Director 

After almost six years in post I am preparing to step 
down from my role as Executive Director. Over this 
time it has been a real privilege to help prepare 
almost 70 issues of this amazing magazine that has 
been in print since 1883.  

   In 2020 and 2021 we found innovative ways of 
delivering our Mission and Vision, within the restrictions 
that the Covid Crisis brought. We continued to build 
upon our branch network. Our relationship with Police 
Chaplains across the UK, and with our Emergency 
Services colleagues in Firefighters for Christ and the 
Christian Ambulance Network remain strong and 
vibrant.

   Our continuing desire to engage ‘Community 
Partners’ of the CPA continues to encourage us with 
the tremendous support we have received from those 
partners. Debra Green at ROC and Paul Blakey at CNI 
remain such valued friends. Another excellent example 
is how our partners in The Naval and Military Bible 
Society and BeaconLight worked with the CPA to 
publish a Police themed book called “Inner Struggles” 
by John Phillips. This book (featured in the September 
issue) offers hope and comfort to those in times of 
need. I was humbled to read the testimonies that many 
of our CPA members sent to me for use in the book.

   It has been an absolute privilege to have been given  
the honour of being part of this superb charity. My 
thanks are extended to our President, to our Chair of 
Trustees, and to all our very valued Trustees, Regional 
Coordinators, Leaders, members, friends and partners.  
I am grateful to our central team who have been   
inspiring in their support of the CPA during my time as 
Director.

   This collective Leadership team has been 
instrumental in helping deliver the Mission, Vision and 
effective operational management of our charity year 
on year. Chief Constable Pam Kelly will take over as 
President and Brian McCarthy will take over as 
Executive Director in late November 2021. I am so 
grateful that they have agreed to join this strong team 
that will take CPA forward into future years.

   Finally, I wish to thank my wife, who has given so 
much of her time and energy to the CPA during my 
tenure as Executive Director. She really has been 
excellent in all she has done in support of the CPA. 
Amazing leadership by women has been central to our 
charity since its inception in 1883. I believe that  
Catherine Gurney would acknowledge Trudy has 
followed in those traditions of selfless support to the 
CPA. 

   As Trudy and I now prepare to step down from CPA,   
be assured that you will all remain in our hearts and   
our thoughts.

http://www.kintsugihope.com
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ON & OFF DUTY is a magazine produced by CPA since it was founded in 1883. We also produce a monthly Prayer Diary intended to inform those 
who wish to support us in prayer. Please forward any potential articles to office@CPAuk.net by the 20th of each month.
NB. All articles published will also be available for unrestricted viewing via the Internet. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily 
those of the CPA Council.
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Registered Charity: 220482 (E&W) SCO43784 (Scotland) CHRISTIAN POLICE ASSOCIATION

OUR MISSION is to
 Be a National Voice for Christians in Policing.
 Encourage and support Christians in the Police

Service.
  Communicate in words and action, the truth,

message and hope of the gospel of Jesus
Christ to colleagues and the community  we
serve.

  Build bridges between the Christian community
and the Police.

OUR VISION is to see
 The CPA as a national charity which actively leads on

issues relevant to Christians in Policing.
 An active and growing branch of CPA in every Police

Service in the UK and every Christian in the Police
Service to fulfil their potential in Jesus Christ.

  Colleagues and those we serve to know Jesus Christ
personally.

  Police and Churches working together in every
community to reduce crime and improve quality of life.

And finally - from the Director
“They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them”.

The above, very moving words, which many of you will recognise, are 
from a poem called ‘For the Fallen’ by Robert Laurence Binyon, 
written in mid-September 1914, a few weeks after the outbreak of the 
First World War. Binyon’s poem ends with words that are equally 
relevant today when we remember all those who have lost loved 
ones at this time:

“As the stars that shall be bright when we are dust,
Moving in marches upon the heavenly plain,
As the stars that are starry in the time of our darkness,
To the end, to the end, they remain”

Blessings, Lee Russell MA – Executive Director

CPA is registered on Amazon Smile - charity donations when you shop on 
Amazon: https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/220482-0 Please consider selecting us!

Please consider donating to CPA online
You can do so securely through Stewardship here: https://www.stewardship.org.uk/partners/20021857
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