
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called 
according to his purpose.                 Romans 8:28 [NIV]

Over many years the Christian Police Association 
has coordinated a National Day of Prayer for the 
Police. In 2020 it was very much on our heart at the 
CPA to extend this to an International Day of Prayer 
for the Emergency Services.

   This took place on Thursday 25th June 2020 and 
across the world, first responders and supporters came 
together in a day of prayer for the Emergency Services. 
The Wave of Prayer commenced at 0001 hours by CPA 
members in the UK. In the early hours (UK time) our 
sisters and brothers in New Zealand, Australia and the 
United States held prayer events too. As the day moved 
on, we continued to pray across the UK and across the 
world. Our partners in the Christian Ambulance 
Association, Firefighters for Christ and the International 
Christian Police Fellowship were all instrumental in 
praying over the full 24 hours of the day of prayer.

   Following on from this success, in 2021 we are 
blessed to be again working with our partners in the 
Christian Ambulance Association, Firefighters for Christ 
and also the International Christian Police Fellowship 
and we hope you will join us for this year’s International 
Day of Prayer on Thursday 24th June.

   This day is about praying for all our Emergency 
Services, in whatever way that you pray. It is about 
praying for all our colleagues of all faiths and none. We 
will have a range of activities that day across our 
Christian Police Association network, and it would be 
great if you wanted to join with us in prayer. 

   If you would like to support this day and would like to 
set up complementary activity within your own church, 
organisation or fellowship; please do contact us here at 
the CPA. We can then share what you are doing too. 
You can email us at info@cpauk.net
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International Day of Prayer for the 
Emergency Services – Thursday 24th June

   Helen Yousaf has very kindly allowed us to feature her original 
artwork [copyright] in support of all emergency services. We 
encourage you to visit her online gallery at:
www.helen-yousaf-art.com

   For more information about the International Day of 
Prayer for the Emergency Services, please see our 
website Prayer page: www.cpauk.net/events
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“With just over a year to go until the Commonwealth 
Games, at West Midlands Police we are busy 
preparing for one of the biggest security operations 
in the force’s history. 

With uncertainty around visitors to the Olympics this 
year, we anticipate the Commonwealth Games will be 
one of the first large scale international sporting events 
with full crowds in a post-pandemic world. And, 
importantly, it’s an opportunity for us to work together in 
order to deliver a safe, secure and welcoming Games.

Recently, we sent out a national survey to find out 
what officers and staff know about the Games, lessons 
learnt from previous deployments and whether there 
was a general interest in volunteering. We were really 
pleased at the positive feedback we received, and as 
one officer pointed out the Games ‘are a great advert for 
UK police...’ Understandably, many officers stated that 
they want important information clearly communicated to 
them in advance of ‘Birmingham 22’. Our solution to this 
is Knowledge Hub, an online platform where you’ll be 
able to keep up to date with all key Games related 
information from WMP and our partners.

We have been developing this exclusive site since 
last year to make sure it has all the information officers 
and staff will find helpful. Knowledge Hub is essentially a 
‘one stop shop’, where you’ll be able to find operational 
material as well as fun facts about the region that you 
could be helping to police. 

Commonwealth Games 2022 – 28th July to 
8th August - update from West Midlands Police

   Our official launch will be in July, however, police 
officers and staff are more than welcome to sign up to 
Knowledge Hub now. Once you have registered, you 
are requested to access to the ‘Commonwealth 
Games 2022’ page. Contact the Engagement Team:
os_cwg2022@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk
if you’d like to find out more and follow us on Twitter 
@CG2022_WMP.

   We are looking forward to the year ahead, and 
hope you’d like to come on board and work with us 
on this exciting event”.

Do you not know that in a race all the runners 
run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a 
way as to get the prize. Everyone who 
competes in the games goes into strict 
training. They do it to get a crown that will not 
last, but we do it to get a crown that will last 
forever.  1 Corinthians 9:24-25  
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Update from Matthew Harris – CPA
member 
“Hi, I was on a Proactive Policing (drugs) team 
stationed with Dyfed Powys Police Force. I am a 
member of CPA and have been a police officer 
with Dyfed Powys for 15 years but they have 
given me a 5 year career break to pursue a 
different dream. 

   I started my Christian adventure nearly 24 years 
ago at the age of 20. This was the start of a journey 
which led me to volunteer at a Teen Challenge drug 
and alcohol rehabilitation centre in West Wales 
where I met my wife Mel. We have been married 20 
years this year and have 3 lovely children together. 
We have set up an organisation called Challenge 
Valleys in response to the tremendous need in 
relation to the issues of drug and alcohol addiction. 
Mel worked in the Ambulance service for many years 
so we have both seen first-hand the devastation 
which addiction causes in our communities.

   Challenge Valleys provides hope to South Wales 
Valleys, for people to find freedom and recovery from 
addiction to drugs and alcohol. The outreach team 
goes out into these areas visiting residential estates, 
drug agencies, local businesses and charities in 
order to try and identify people who are struggling 
with addiction and want help to get free support.

   As part of the long term vision, Challenge Valleys 
are looking to set up a residential crisis centre 
providing safe short term accommodation and 
support.

   More recently we have been employed by Oasis 
Community Church in Aberdare (also in the South 
Wales Valleys) to be part of their team.  We have 
been given a former church building in in Aberdare to 
use as a base for outreach work into the community.  

   When we first started out on this adventure I 
wondered if being a police officer would have been a 
barrier but over the years I have found that people 
react positively.  One young man summed it up 
recently. When I asked if that was a problem that I 
was an ex-cop he said “I’M FINE WITH IT, IT 
ACTUALLY MEANS YOU KNOW AND 
UNDERSTAND THE WORLD THAT I COME FROM 
AND WANT TO GET OUT OF.”

   Amazingly it turns out that being a police officer 
has opened the door for us to minister and shows 
me that the Lord really doesn't waste any of the 
experiences we go through and, ‘Works all things 
together for the good of those who love Him and 
are called according to His purpose’ [Romans 8:28]

   Thank you CPA for all of the love and support 
over the years and also for the encouragement and 
fellowship. I hope to keep in touch and look 
forward to hearing the exciting things that our 
awesome God is going to do in and through the 
work of CPA in the years to come. The best is yet 
to come for us all in Christ Jesus.
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram at 
‘challengevalleys’. For further information email us 
challengevalleys@gmail.com
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ON & OFF DUTY is a magazine produced by CPA since it was founded in 1883. We also produce a monthly Prayer Diary intended to inform those 
who wish to support us in prayer. Please forward any potential articles to office@CPAuk.net by the 20th of each month.
NB. All articles published will also be available for unrestricted viewing via the Internet. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily 
those of the CPA Council.

Christian Police Association 
46-50 Rutherford Drive, Park Farm
Wellingborough NN8 6AX

Tel: 01933 409485 
Email: info@CPAuk.net
Web: www.cpauk.net

 @uk_cpa
 /christianpoliceassociation

Registered Charity: 220482 (E&W) SCO43784 (Scotland) CHRISTIAN POLICE ASSOCIATION

OUR MISSION is to
 Be a National Voice for Christians in Policing.
 Encourage and support Christians in the Police

Service.
  Communicate in words and action, the truth,

message and hope of the gospel of Jesus
Christ to colleagues and the community  we
serve.

  Build bridges between the Christian community
and the Police.

OUR VISION is to see
 The CPA as a national charity which actively leads on

issues relevant to Christians in Policing.
 An active and growing branch of CPA in every Police

Service in the UK and every Christian in the Police
Service to fulfil their potential in Jesus Christ.

  Colleagues and those we serve to know Jesus Christ
personally.

  Police and Churches working together in every
community to reduce crime and improve quality of life.

In Memoriam - Marion England
Marion England, a much loved member of CPA passed away on 11th May 2021. We 
are so grateful for all the lovely comments we have received about Marion. Mark 
Watts, CPA Trustee said: “Marion was appreciated by so many who knew her over 
many, many years. She was a stalwart, a faithful member, who really loved the Lord, 
never missing a National Conference, though how she arrived on some occasions 
was amazing! Before her retirement, Marion worked as a clerk at Scotland Yard and 
my first vivid memory of Marion was when dear old Ron Perrett, whom some of us will 
remember with great affection, asked her to talk to us at one of our lunch-time Bible 
studies in the Met back in the 1980’s. Marion supported CPA events over many 
decades. We can rejoice that the Lord's faithful servant is now safe and secure with 
Him for ever. Praise the Lord!”

Marion is pictured here at the 2018 CPA National Conference which was held in 
Northern Ireland.

Lee Russell MA – Executive Director

CPA is registered on Amazon Smile (Charity donations when you shop on Amazon):
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/220482-0

Please consider donating to CPA online
You can do so securely through Stewardship via the link: https://www.stewardship.org.uk/partners/20021857




