Will it affect our security? \We have one form of identi cation,
why do we need another? This could lead to spurious and
malicious complaints. Perhaps you have heard some of these
comments during the current debate as to whether or not police
of cers should have their full name displayed on their uniform.
A number of Forces already have a system in place where of cers
wear name badges in one form or another and the argument is
often made that it is all about openness and transparency.

This topic led me to consider how we are identi ed as Christians.
In Acts 11:26 we read that The disciples were called Christians rst
at Antioch and we have been using that name to describe ourselves
ever since. In those early days of Christianity the believers were also
known as followers of the Way or followers of Jesus. But what
was it that marked them out? How were they identi ed?

Jesus said, By this everyone will know that you are my disciples,

if you love one another (John 13:35). This was said in an age when,
if you stood out from the crowd, you might be labelled a terrorist!
Has much changed today? There seems to be much pressure around
in this day and age to conform to whatever suits the politicians or
quangos whether or not it is for the public good. So how do we
stand out? One cannot be a secret disciple of Christ either the
secrecy will destroy the discipleship or the discipleship will destroy
the secrecy. And yet many try to hide their true light when in the
workplace. They justify it in any number of ways and to date, | have
not found any excuses that stand up to scrutiny. | think that possibly
the lowest of excuses is that a persons faith is personal and private
and not for sharing. It is perhaps that the individual concerned
does not have the assurance of their faith that would give them
the boldness they lack. Jesus said, If any of you are ashamed of
me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of you when he
comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels
(Luke 9:26).

Those early disciples were known for their love and as we read
the accounts of the young church in action, we see that such love
was displayed in many ways. Today, we too can be marked out by
love. Love is both an emotion and a commandment. \We are called
to love our Lord and obey his commands. When we consider his
redeeming love for us how can we not love him in return? In doing
this, it will make following the command to love that much easier
even a delight.

As Christians, we shouldnt need to wear a badge declaring who
we are, we just need to follow the command of our Saviour

let your light shine before others, that they may see your
good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven (Matthew 5:16).
What better accolade than someone reading the badge of our lives
and commenting, You must be a Christian !
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Our Devon & Cornwall Branch are hosting
the 2010 CPA National Conference and
AGM in Exeter from 30 April to 2 May.
Put it in the diary now and plan to be with us.
Its open to all members and friends.

The rst day will be held at the \Westpoint
Centre and the other two days at Devon &
Cornwall Police Headquarters, Middlemoor.
A local hotel is offering a special weekend
room rate and there will be some single
accommaodation at the Police HQ.

Booking forms available from CPA HQ.






